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Abstract: 
 
"Law is a backstage pass to theology."  (Jonathan Burnside)  The first and most fundamental 
Christian confession is "Jesus is Lord!"  This confession joins both love and law:  He who 
lovingly redeems and rescues men and creation is He who rules all men and creation.  And, that 
same Lord defines love in terms of law (John 14:15), and He also defines law in terms of love 
(Mt. 22:37, 38).  Jesus commands his disciples to shine their lights publicly so that good works 
may be seen, and then he promptly discusses this photon program in terms of law and ethics (Mt. 
5: 16-20).  Paul confirms that the public use of law to promote righteousness conforms with the 
Gospel (1 Tim. 1:8-11).  Solomon reminds us that "[t]hose who forsake the law praise the 
wicked, but those who keep the law strive against them." (Pr. 28:4).  The lack of public law 
undermines public love; and the lack of public love undermines public 
justice/righteousness.  Loving one's neighbor, whoever he or she may be, cannot be done absent 
a public ethic that coheres with that love--the gospel demands it.   
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