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Agape love is love that is focused 
on the good of the other and is 
distinguished from other forms of 
love—from friendship, romance, and 
sexual love. Murphy notes that agape 
love is not simply concerned with 
making people’s lives more pleasant—
it is not “cuddly.” If agape is the aim, 
a polity might “design legal practices 
and institutions with a view to the 
moral and spiritual improvement of 
affected citizens.” Other theological 
and moral traditions also wrestle with 
the relationship between law and 
religious concepts of love, including 
Judaism’s hesed and ahava, Islam’s 
rahman, and Hinduism’s kama. 

The notion of law grounded in love 
has a rich history. Jesus summarized 
the Mosaic law as love of God and 
neighbor. John Calvin said that all 
nations’ laws “must be in conformity 
to that perpetual rule of love.” Over 
the centuries groups have sought to 
ground law in love, to good and ill 

effect. The idea that law should be a 
manifestation of love stands in tension 
with modern and postmodern notions 
that law should be solely concerned 
with individual autonomy or efficiency 
or that law is by nature only a matter 
of power.  

Law might bear several sorts of 
relationships to love.  Love might be 
the motivation behind the work of 
lawyers, judges, legislators, police, 
and politically active citizens.  The 
adoption and enforcement of wise 
laws can be among the most loving 
things that someone can do.  It 
may also be that law can teach and 
encourage love.  

The idea of law grounded in love 
generates numerous big questions 
which will be addressed throughout 
this conference by people from the 
fields of philosophy, political science, 
law, economics, theology, and 
literature. We hope you can join us.

Dear Friends,
In a provocative essay, philosopher  

Jeffrie Murphy asks: “What would law  

be like if we organized it around the value 

of Christian love [agape]?”* 

*�Jeffrie G. Murphy, “Christian love and criminal punishment,” in Christianity and the Law: and 
Introduction, eds. John Witte and Frank S. Alexander (Cambridge University Press, 2008), 219
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Robert Vischer, Dean and Professor of Law, 
University of St. Thomas School of Law 
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Religious Studies, Southern Methodist University
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Committing Societal Malpractice

Marlene McMillian,  
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Complexity of Subsidiarity as a Framework 
for Law

Lucia Silecchia, Professor of Law,  
The Catholic University of America
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University of Virginia School of Law
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Saint Louis University School of Law
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Meghan J. Ryan, Assistant Professor of Law  
Southern Methodist University, 
Dedman School of Law

Divine Love, Humanity’s Law, and the ‘Crime 
Against Humanity’ in Transitional Justice

James W. McCarty III, PhD Candidate in Religion, 
Ethics, and Society, Emory University

Lunch

Plenary Session VII: Finding Love in Law 
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Charitable Foundation Professor of Law,  
University of Virginia School of Law
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dzachari
Highlight
law, (add a comma to match the other listings)



Registration, complete conference schedule, lodging,  

and travel information can be found at:

law.pepperdine.edu/nootbaar/annual-conference

Registration Closes February 1, 2014. 

REGISTER TODAY

Herbert & Elinor Nootbaar

Wonderful friends of Pepperdine, Herb and Elinor 
Nootbaar generously endowed the Institute on Law, 
Religion, and Ethics in 2007. Residents of Laguna Beach, 
California, they have fascinating life stories of hard 
work, perseverance, continuing success in the feed and 
grain industry, strong religious faith, and devotion to the 
community. Herb and Elinor’s extraordinary gift enables 
law students to work with human rights and religious 
freedom organizations around the world, as well as to study 
the relationship between law, religion and ethics. In March 
of 2011, we mourned the death of our beloved Elinor; in 
November of 2013, we celebrated Herb’s 105th birthday.  
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The Diane and Guilford Glazer Institute for Jewish Studies was established based 
on the understanding that as a Christian University, Pepperdine’s students are 
especially open to discussions of faith and identity, but are often unacquainted 
with Christianity’s ongoing relationship with Judaism. The Glazer Institute is 
designed to increase a majority-Christian academic community’s exposure to, 
discussion of, and awareness of Judaism, Jewish Studies, and Israel. The Glazer 
Institute seeks to provide new avenues for students to explore and connect 
Jewish and Christian identities through various opportunities—curricular 
and cocurricular.

PEPPERDINE.EDU/GLAZER-INSTITUTE

The Diane and Guilford Glazer 
Institute for Jewish Studies

The Herbert and Elinor Nootbaar Institute on Law, Religion, and Ethics was 
created to explore the nexus between these three disciplines, with particular 
emphasis on the intersection of faith and law. The purpose of the Institute is to 
bring the redemptive capacity of religious faith and moral insight to law,  and 
to bring persons trained in the law to serve  “the least of these” throughout the 
world. The Institute encourages the examination of law and religion from the 
broad range of Christian, Jewish, and other religious perspectives represented in 
the law school’s students, staff, and faculty. We seek to do so at a theoretical level 
through seminars, conferences, and scholarship. We also put theory into action, 
working with governments and human rights organizations to bring peace, 
justice, and the rule of law around the globe.

LAW.PEPPERDINE.EDU/NOOTBAAR

The Herbert and Elinor Nootbaar 
Institute on Law, Religion, and Ethics

Sponsors
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